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away from them; but you frequently take away their lives:
and what makes it the worse you do it safely, under a
pretence of restoring them to health; whereas I should be
hanged for killing a man, or even robbing him, if I were
taken. You have put out more eyes than the smallpox,
made more deaf than the cataracts of Nile; in a word,
destroyed more than the pestilence. It is in vain to trifle
with me, doctor, unless you have a remedy against the force
of gunpowder and lead. If you have any such excellent
specific, make use of it instantly, or else deliver your money/7
Our itinerant quack still continuing his delays, Old Mobb
made bold to take a portmanteau from his horse, and put it
upon his own, riding off with it, till he came to a convenient
place for opening it. Upon examining the inside, he found
five and twenty pounds in money and a large golden medal,
which King Charles II. had given him for poisoning him-
self in his Majesty's presence; besides all his instruments
and implements of quackery.
Another time Old Mobb met with the Duchess of
Portsmouth, on the road between Newmarket and London,
attended with a very small retinue. He made bold to stop
the coach, and ask her Grace for what she had about her;
but madam, who had been long used to command a monarch,
did not understand the meaning of being spoken to in this
manner by a common man. Whereupon she briskly de-
manded if he knew who she was. " Yes, madam," replied
Old Mobb, " I know you to be the greatest whore in the
kingdom; and that you are maintained at the public charge.
I know that all the courtiers depend on your smiles, and
that even the K------himself is your slave. But what of all
that ? A gentleman collector is a greater man upon the road,
and much more absolute than his Majesty is at Court,
You may now say, madam, that a single highwayman has
.exercised his authority where Charles II. of England has
often begged a favour, and thought himself happy to obtain
it at the expense of his treasure, as well as his breath."
Her Grace continued to look upon him with a superior
lofty air, and told him he was a very insolent fellow; that
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